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THE FOUNDATION 
Bringing you the news of the Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation 

The annual search for Yorkshire’s brightest and bravest young people has begun with the 

launch of the 2015 Yorkshire Young Achievers Awards, sponsored by McCormicks 

Solicitors of Harrogate. 
 

The launch, which was broadcast on ITV,  took place on the Emmerdale set.  
 

Awards Chairman Peter McCormick OBE said: “Not only do the Awards mean we can 

recognise and reward the achievements and efforts of young people who are making a 

difference in the region but they also allow us to raise funds to help other young people in 

Yorkshire to achieve their own successes.” 
 

On hand to launch the 2015 Awards were two previous winners and a grant recipient. 

Emmerdale star Kelvin Fletcher received the Special Award last year for his long-term 

support of the event, while Harry Phillips was 2014 Youngster of the Year. Leeds triathlete 

Suzie Richards received a grant towards a new bike to help her to improve her results. 
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DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG ACHIEVER? 

The Yorkshire Young Achievers Awards recognise the achievements of outstanding young people in the region aged under 35 who 

have made an impact, whether nationally, regionally or locally. Anyone can nominate a potential winner and the closing date for 

entries is Friday 11 September.  To nominate a young achiever, just visit the Awards website at www.yorkshireyoungachievers.co.uk 

or contact Sonia Jones at McCormicks Solicitors on 01423 530630. There are eight categories as follows: 
 

Personality of the Year (sponsored by Rudding Park)  Achievement in Education (Positive Tax Solutions LLP) 

Achievement in Sport (Leeds United Football Club)  Achievement in the Arts (Yorkshire Evening Post) 

Youngster of the Year (DFS)     Unsung Hero (Lunchbox Theatrical Productions Ltd) 

Achievement in Management and Enterprise    Special Award (Walsh Taylor) 

(The Wetherby Whaler Group) 
 

The winners will be announced at the Yorkshire Young Achievers Awards dinner on Thursday 19 November at the Leeds United 

Centenary Pavilion. Tickets for the dinner are also now on sale and are available through the website. 

 

To view more pictures from the evening please visit www.yorkshireyoungachievers.co.uk 
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Peter Gilman, Linda & Eddie Gray 

The 2015 Award’s launch was marked with a reception for sponsors and supporters kindly donated by the Hotel du Vin in Harrogate. 

Guests heard from grant recipients about the difference that additional funding had made to young people from across the region. 
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JACK’S NEW SPEED MACHINE 
2014 Personality of the Year, Jack Marshall, has a new racing wheelchair, thanks to a grant 

from the Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation. 

Jack, who won the Youngster of the Year Award back in 2007, has been a long term 

supporter of the Awards. Despite having severe disabilities which affect his sight, hearing, 

co-ordination and balance, he has raised tens of thousands of pounds for other people, 

including for Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research. 

One of his fundraising activities is taking part in charity runs but, now that he has reached 

the age of 16, he will no longer be able to take part in the Junior events and will not be 

able to complete the longer distances demanded by senior participants. He has always 

completed in the past. 

To give him a fighting chance of continuing his fundraising through these events, his 

family has been raising money for a special racing/sports wheelchair, adapted specially 

for Jack. 

A grant from the Foundation helped to purchase the chair and Jack has already taken part 

in his first event on wheels, the Great Manchester Run at the beginning of May. 

 

To find out more about raising money for The Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation please visit www.yorkshireyoungachievers.co.uk 

 

THE FOUNDATION 
Bringing you the news of the Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation 

 

Previous Management 

& Enterprise winner, 

Tom van Zeller, has 

completed his latest 

challenge in a bid to 

raise funds for the 

Yorkshire Young 

Achievers Foundation with a accelerated free fall parachute 

jump from 15,000 feet.  
 

He took the leap the day before the award ceremony, 

landing safely to attend the Gala Dinner at Elland Road. 
 

Tom said: “I am absolutely thrilled to have completed this 

skydive in aid of the Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation. 

Thank you to all the wonderful people who sponsored me. It 

has been an amazing experience” 
 

Tom has already completed two sponsored 1 mile open 

water swims and after a special course of just 10 hours, he 

jumped from 15,000 feet over Lincolnshire, along with Giles 

Castleton of GC Motors. 
 

Tom has raised over £1500 to date and support is still 

coming in. To donate please visit his just giving page at  

www.justgiving.com/TvZ-Sink-or-Swim. 
 

Never one to shy away from a challenge, Tom has already 

begun training for a sprint Triathlon as part of his 2015 

campaign.  
 

A big thank you to Tom for all his efforts and we can’t wait to 

hear what he has planned next. 

Jack has already signed up for his next event...…… He’ll be taking part in the Jane Tomlinson 10K in York 

on Sunday 2 August 2015 and he is kindly raising funds for The Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation. 

You can support Jack by making a donation at https://www.justgiving.com/Linda-Marshall6 

Good Luck Jack! 

 

TOM’S GREAT CHALLENGE 

Above: Jack  Marshall getting to grips with his new racing bike 

Above: Tom van Zeller completes skydive 



A NEW TRIKE THANKS TO YOUNG ACHIEVERS 
A Wakefield youngster has a new trike to help improve her mobility, thanks to the Yorkshire Young 

Achievers Foundation. 

Nine-year-old Leah Ann Bowie, of Kettlethorpe, was born with Cytomegalovirus (CMV). Her 

mobility is poor, causing her to fall frequently, and she is deaf and wears two cochlear implants. Her 

learning is delayed and she has no speech and problems with swallowing. 

Her mum, Elaine, contacted the Yorkshire Young Achievers Foundation for a grant towards a 

specialised Tomcat Fizz trike for Leah Ann, the family having already raised £250 towards it. The 

new trike arrived this month and will enable Leah Ann to get about independently, without fear of 

falling or having to use a wheelchair. 

Elaine said: “Leah Ann is delighted with it – it makes her life easier and more fun!” 

Vice-chairman Richard Stroud said: “It is tremendous how something which seems so simple can 

make such a difference to a young person’s life.” 

 

To find out more about applying for a grant please visit www.yorkshireyoungachievers.co.uk 
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INSPIRATIONAL JONO VISITS ‘THIS MORNING’ 
 

In our last  newsletter we told how previous  winner Yorkshire Young 

Achiever Winner, Jono Lancaster had been given a grant by the 

Foundation to help him further his own work with young people across 

the region and beyond. 
 

As part of this work Jono was in the This Morning studio last month 

meeting Karly Herriott and Luke Heath's whose son Loui was born with 

the rare condition called Treacher Collins. 
 

Karly and Luke took Loui to the studio to chat about their emotional 

process of bonding with Loui and dealing with the condition. They met 

the inspirational Jono Lancaster, who shared his experiences on living 

with the condition. Jono said “With the right attitude, you can go on to 

achieve anything ... be proud of who you are, love yourself, and you'll be 

just fine.”. You can follow Jono’s work on Twitter @Jono_Lancaster. 

Above: Leah Ann tries out her new trike 
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